Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  U.S.  President  Barack  Obama  reaf¬ 
firmed  his  support  for  abortion  rights  on 
die  36th  anniversary  of  the  US.  Supreme 
Court's  Roe  v.  Wade  ruling,  which  legalized 
abortion  nationally  during  all  nine  months 
of  pregnancy  and  has  resulted  in  more 
than  50miilion  deaths  of  American  babies. 

In  a  written  statement  released  two 
days  after  his  inauguration,  Obama  said 
Jan.  22  he  remains  Committed  to  protect¬ 
ing  a  woman's  right  to  choose."  The 
anniversary  reminds  Americans  tire  1973 
Supreme  Court  opinion  "not  only  protects 
women's  health  and  reproductive  free¬ 
dom,  but  stands  for  a  broader  principle: 
that  government  should  not  intrude  on 
our  most  private  family  matters,"  he  said. 

The  president,  who  asserted  during 
his  2008  campaign  that  he  would  not 
"punish"  his  daughters  by  forcing  them 
to  have  unwanted  babies,  issued  his  dec¬ 
laration  of  support  for  abortion  rights  on 
a  day  when  tens  of  thousands  of  pro-life 
advocates  gathered  in  Washington  for 
tire  annual  March  for  Life. 
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be  recalled  as  Michael  New,  a  University  of  Alabama 
1  Smith,  one  of  political  science  professor  whose  research 
ss  in  Congress,  has  shown  state  restrictions  have  helped 
darkness,  be  reduce  the  number  of  abortions,  said  in  a 
rchers,  accord-  Jan.  22  column  that  pro-lifers  have  ’plen- 
his  office.  "Be  ty  of  reasons  to  be  optimistic."  _ 
ripture  tells  us  F 

ru.  Continue  „  _  . 

hard.  Joyfully  such  pol 
e  set  before  us  parental 


In  a  piece  written  for  National  Review 
Online,  New  cited  state  laws,  requiring 
ilicies  as  informed  consent  and 

t _ 1  involvement,  the  growth  of  stu- 

^  ^  ...  uiv  _ _ _  dent  organizations,  increased  outreach  to 

"v^i  prevail  and  overcome  the  injustice  women  with  crisis  pregnancies,  and  the 
of  America's  culture  of  death."  improvement  and  expansion  in  ultra- 

Richard  Land,  president  of  the  Southern  sound  technology  among  reasons  the 
Baptist  Convention's  Ethics  and  Religious  number  of  abortions  has  declined  by  22% 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville,  said,  since  1990,  according  to  the  Centers  for 
"We  have  several  tragic  reminders  that  we  Disease  Control  and  Prevention, 
live  in  an  increasingly  anti-child  culture.  Pro-lifers  ‘  should  take  heart,  New 
reduce  where  too  many  adults  ignore  society's  said.  "Despite  the  setbacks,  we  have 
responsibility  to  protect  children  —  both  made  real  progress." 
bom  and  unborn  —  if  it  interferes  with  The  Mississippi  Legislature  over  the 
md"  in  their  adult  'preferences'  and  'choices.'  years  has  been  viewed  by  supporters  and 

"President  Obama  was  the  most  radical-  critics  alike  as  among  the  most  pro-Iii? 
ly  pro-choice  candidate  of  a  major  party  in  lawmaking  bodies  in  the  country. 
American  history,  and  during  his  cam-  Mississippi  Baptists  recently  finished 
paign  he  pledged  to  Planned  Parenthood’s  filling  a  specially-constructed  receptacle 
supporters  that  he  would  never  back  on  the  grounds  of  the  Baptist  Building  in 
down  on  this  issue.  Unfortunately,  his  Jan.  Jackson  that  houses  50  million  pennies  — 

the  Mexico  each  one  representing  the  death  by  abor- 
the  use  of  tion  of  a  baby  in  this  country  since  the 
to  fund  abortions  in  Roe  v.  Wade  decision, 
e  just  the  first  step  in  Mississippi  has  only  one  abortion  clinic 
|  campaign  pledge  to  located  on  State  Street  in  Fond  re  n  neigh- 
If  only  part  of  the  agenda  expected  his  radical  pro-abortion  supporters.  borhood  of  Jackson. 


des  his  administration  had  enacted  in  eml 
order  to  establish  "a  culture  of  life."  to  d 

"|W]e  aspire  to  build  a  society  in  we 
which  every  child  is  welcome  in  life  and 
protected  in  law,"  Bush  said. 

In  his  Jan.  22  statement,  Obanriu  said  of 
abortion  "While  this  is  a  sensitive  and 
often  divisive  issue,  no  matter  what  our 
views,  we  are  united  in  our  determination 
to  prevent  unintended  pregnancies, 
the  need  for  abortion  and  support  women 
and  families  in  the  choices  they  make." 

Obama  called  for  "common  ground"  in 
expanding,  access  to  "affordable  contra¬ 
ception,  accurate  health  information  and 
preventative  services." 

The  new  president  is  expected  to 
rescind  by  executive  order,  or  support 
legislative  efforts  to  reverse,  several  pro- 
lire  measures  supported  by  Bush.  23  executive  order _ overturn) 

At  the  March  for  Life,  Rep.  Chris  Smith  City -'Policy  (which  prohibi 
(R.-N.J.)  warned  participants  that  the  US.  taxpayer  mon 
"most  extreme  pro-abortion  agenda  in  other  counties)  ma- 
American  history"  is  "waiting  in  the  his  fulfillment  of  tl 
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William  Rehnquist  voting 
against  legalizing  abortion. 

*1  find  nothing  in  file  lan¬ 
guage  or  history  of  the 
Constitution  to  support  the 
Court's  judgment,"  wrote  Wlute 
in  his  dissenting  opinion.  "The 
Court  simply  fashions  and 
announces  a  new  constitutional 
right  for  pregnant  mothers  and, 
with  scarcely  any  reason  or 
authority  for  its  action,  invests 
that  right  with  sufficient  sub- 


WUliam  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


MEMORIAL  TO  THE  MISSING  —  Mississippi  Baptists  recent!} 
the  Memorial  to  the  Missing  on  the  grounds  of  the  Baptist  Buiklii 
The  Memorial  contains  50  million  pennies  that  call  attention  to 
that  have  occurred  in  the  U  S.  since  1973,  when  the  Supreme  C 
dure  nationwide  during  all  nine  months  of  pregnancy,  (Photo  b) 


dal  title 
Yes!  Or 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkin?  Jr. 

wpe  ■kinsembcb.org 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
lony  Martin 
tmwtinembcb.org 

LAVOUT/DBIGN 
Benjamin  Ivey 

bury  •mbcb.org 


gatherin 


William  K  Perkins  Jr.) 


Browns 

'  ,  » i  • 

A  net 
putOber 
IfUtoug 

bwersia 
since  the 
is  part  ( 


a  Christian,  wants  nothing  more  to  what  I  was  signing  wwild  allowwomen  Abortion  gS'L! 
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Sarah  Weddington  andf-inda  Coffey  (her  More  than  50  million  babies  have  gone  thusit  shall  be  until  Jesus  returns, 

to  thrit  deaths  in  the  past  36  ye^.  Why  do  we  think  we’re  any  dlge 
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Guest  Opinion 


Uman,  Barack  Hussein 
Obama,  was  inaugurat¬ 
ed  as  fire  44th  president  of  the 
United  States.  To  avoid  all  fire 
ethnic  terminology  wran¬ 
gling,  "non-white  man" 
makes  the  point. 

This  is  high  drama  in 
American  history.  Why  he  won 
is,  and  will  be,  debated  among 
the  politicos  —  fire  economy, 
fire  war,  "change,"  etc. 


but  if  he 
tfve’  he 
becomin 
tidy  lobs 


Christians 
and  elections 

By  Kevin  Smith 
Louisville,  Ky . 
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lorn  of  man.  Christians  happy  and  sad,  at  candidates  the  anteChnst. 

aave  observed  some  of  the  same  time.  I  feel  good  that  Can't  you  tell  when  Christians 
nost  arrogant  Christians  he  has  been  married  to  one  are  "overinvested  in  fire  poht- 
oth  sides  of  the  aisles  woman  and  prioritizes  his  kids,  ical  process?  Do  we  still  believe 
ig  this  election  cycle.  I  That's  a  good  model  for  that  the  weapons  of  our  war 
y  chose  years  ago  to  be  Americans,  especially  young  fare  "are  not  carnal? 
independent"  after  work-  black  men.  1  feel  good  that  When  I  saw  the  first  black 
professionally,  on  both  Michelle  Obama  cherishes  the  man  assume  the  presidency  of 
of  fire  aisle  It  really  is  joy  of  motherhood.  That  will  be  the  United  States  of  America, 
cle  for  entertaining  to  see  some  especially  good  for  America  I  was ,  inspired  about 
eelings  Christians  try  to  fit  their  with  our  overabundance  of  dys-  America  s  story.  Much  has 
"  i  beliefs  into  their  political-  functional  families  and  feminist  happened  in  the  life  of  this 
party  loyalties.  assaults  on  dedicated  mothers.  young  nation.  However, 

I  certainly  pray  that  I  feel  bad  (more  than  bad,  when  1  looked  around  at  so- 
Southern  Baptists  and  other  actually)  that  he  does  not  called  leading  Christian  voic- 
fil  remember  that  think  abortion  is  (he  murder  es  during  this  last  election 
who  sits  in  the  of  unborn  babies.  Christians  cycle,  there  was  very  little 
s,  we  still  are  an  must  voice  strong  dissent  inspiration  —  mostly  concern 
>le  of  God  travel-  during  the  next  four  years  to  '  ,  x 

a  "barren  land"  pro-abortion  policies  and  Smith  is  pastor  of  Watson 
'  ‘  appointments.  Memorial  Church  in  Louisville 

‘  ipport  and  assistant  professor  of  church 
'same-sex  marriage,"  I  am  history  at  Southern  Seminary  in 


office  using  the  same  Dime  as  tn< 

Abraham  Lincoln,  signer  of  the  on 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  du 
Anyone  who  cannot  see  the  gl< 
high  drama  is  blind.  an 

Drama  not  withstanding,  in] 
this  has  been  an  interesting 
presidential  election  cy< ' 
me.  My  thoughts  and  feeli  w 
have  been  pulled  in  different 
directions,  to  say  the  least.  I 
am  willing  to  be  corrected, 
but  I  do  not  believe  the  last 
year  in  American  politics  has  Christians 
been  as  distressing,  conflict-  no  mattei 
ing,  and  exciting  tor  anyone  White  Hoi 
like  it  has  been  for  a  follower  "alien"  pe 

who  is  black  ing  throuL.  _  -----  , 

fire  authority  (at  least  that's  what  Bible  judicial 

folks  believe).  Our  main  focus  Although  he  does  not  suj 
it  troubling,  1  is  still  Southern  Baptists  con-  "same-sex  marriage,” 
tians  question  necting  people  to  Jesus  Christ.  disappointed  that  homo 
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War  over  Ca.  homosexual  marriage  not  over 


SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP) 
-  if  a  new  group  has  its  way, 
alifomians  may  decide  in  the 
udst  of  the  2010  mid-term  fed- 
raf  elections  -  U.S.  President 
a  rack  Obama's  f*T§t  major  bal- 
>t  test  as  chief  executive  — 
whether  to  once  again  vote  on 
re  homosexual  marriage  issue. 

The  group,  known  as  Yes!  On 
'quality,  is  hoping  to  collect 
trough  signatures  to  place  a 
>ropok*d  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  ballot  that  would 
emove  Proposition  8  —  which 
hissed  in  Nrtvember  and 
iotmer'.  marriage  as  between  one 
flat r  and  one  woman  —  from 
(restate  constitution.  The  group, 
hough,  would  halt  its  effort  if 
he  Califor  nia  Supreme  Court 
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his  year  strikes  Prop  8  from  the 
institution,  which  liberal  and 
rnmosexua!  activist  groups 
»ve  asked  the  court  to  do. 

:3d»h>mia  Attorney  General 
erry  Brown’s  office  must  first 
jive  the  ballot  initiative  an  offi¬ 
cial  title  and  summary  before 
fes!  On  Equality  can  begin 
fathering  signatures.  The 
croup  submitted  its  request  to 
frown's  office  on  Jan.  l2. 

A  hew  ballot  initiative  could 
xif  Obama  and  fellow  Democrats 

pa^cuSy  dal  group  that  called  itself  No 
due  die  homosexual  community  on  8  and  raised  money  to 
s  part  of  his  base  and  We  has  oppose  Prop  8.  Some  within  the 
agreed  with  them  on  other  issues,  homosexual  community  have 
taH-yuscObama  opposed  Prop  8,  criticized  No  on  8  officials  for 
calibre  it  discriminatory  while  running  what  they  viewed  as  a 
dimikaneousiy  saying  he  less-thsm-stellar  campaign.  ,  . 
opposed  homosexual  marriage  --  Yes!  On  Equality  —  which 
but  If  he  supports  the  new  initia-  calls  itself  the  sponsor  of  the 
tfve;  he  would  make  history  by  "official  2010  marriage  equality 
becoming  tk.  Cast  president  pub-  initiative"  a  says  its  campaign 
tidy  toback  homosexual  mamage-  will  be  different. 

A  recently  uncovered  docu-  "In  Addition  to  starting  early, 
ment  revealed  that  Obama  sup-  there  are  numerous  factors  that 
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PROP  8  BATTLE  —  Homosexual  inroads  into  California's  public  schools  became  the  focus  in 
the  debate  over  the  Proposition  8  ballot  initiative  in  that  state  that  passed  law  fall  and  establishes 
marriage  as  between  a  man  and  a  woman.  A  television  ad  showed  actual  first-grade  students  on 
a  lesbian  wedding  "field  trip"  that  had  been  approved  by  the  school's  administration.  (BP  image) 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned. ) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  ( I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  tire  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  tv  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
heal  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


the  Truth, 
,  Brandon 


tries,  and  COMBE  Worth,  Tex.  Other  speakers  and 
he  conference  has  program  personalities  include 
oses.  First,  for  pas-  Randall  Creel,  Gary  Bowlin, 
a  chance  to  near  Don  Taylor,  Bill  Freeman,  Keith 
»t  Mississippi  Grubbs,  Ron  PlymeL  RC 
second,  for  us  to  Bryan,  Chester  Estes,  Gene 
n  worship  and  the  Douglas,  and  Don  Lum.  Music 
re  Troth  is  pro-  will  be  provided  by  Benjy 
I  third,  for  you  to  Rigney,  Ray  Walker,  4  for  One, 
nily  and  friends  so  Myma  Loy  Hedgepeth,  and 
to  to  know  Jesus  Becky  Carver. 


Leake  Association  honors  Cindy  Blocker  for  her  work  at  the  assoda 
tion's  crisis  closet.  She  has  worked  on  lunch  hours,  weekends,  and 
nights  helping  people  who  need  clothing,  according  to  David 


Satterwhite,  Leake  director  of  missions,  who  presented  the  award 


istor.  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  has  rest] 
Ire  Church  Library  Service  of  the  Baptist : 


.  Wayne  E.  Todd, 
become  secretary  o 
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could  almost  see  the  church 
from  where  I  was.  He  said, 
"Well,  you  will  have  to  turn 
around  and  go  back,"  Then 


detour  to 
wanted  to 
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overT^Sror  imS;  across  Lee  County  and  as  it  think  *2* is  to 

■  *  *  draw  turned  out  it  included  several  come  and  need  this  bridge  so 

s  and  other  counties.  It  was  being  that  we  can  have  it  all  tom  up, 
i  who  held  at  First  Church,  to  inconvenience  and  aggra- 
it  the  Plantersville.  I  knew  right  vate  him?"  No,  a  meeting 
Even  where  I  was  going  and  that  1  never  took  place  like  that.  As 


r  incidents  have  taken  spot.  I  guess  you 
ice  in  the  past,  that  bridge  a  dose  parallel  of 
llapse  brought  back  to  the  quality  Christian 
refront  of  national  concern  are  there  and  get 

of  the  bridges  that  we  use  rough  spots  in  ....  .  .  -  ...  , _ . 

«n  sea  to  shining  sea.  The  the£  it  may  be  Jrue  that  we  was  going  to  arrive  in  plenty 
estions  beganto  come  for-  treat  the  friends  as  we  do  the  of  time  before  the  service 
ird  related  to  why  the  bridges  and  simply  take  them  began.  I  went  to  Verona  and 
idge  collapsed,  who  was  to  for  granted  was  going  to  take  the  road 

ime,  and  could  it  happen  With  ail  of  the  attention  across  the  bottom  to 
ain  on  other  structures,  given  to  bridge  safety,  it  also  Plantersville.  I  had I  bee  n 
anv  other  questions  and  occurred  to  me  that  for  most  of  acioss  that  road  hundreds  of 
uch  discussion  followed.  us,  we  had  little  or  nothing  to  times  through  the  years. 

In  the  midst  of  all  of  that  do  with  die  bridges  being  built  I  knew  where  [was  and 

or  maintained.  I  know  we  where  1  needed  to  be,  but  as! 
paid  our  taxes  and  they  pro-  started  across  the  roadway  I  my 
vided  die  resources  for  them  noticed  a  sign  that  said,  "Bi 
to  be  built,  but  as  far  as  actual  Out."  Underneath  that  sij 
hands-on,  do-the-work  to  pro-  said,  "Local  Traffic  Only, 
vide  the  incredible  structures,  interpreted  "Bridge  Out  to 
it  is  a  small  number  of  people  mean  that  most  folks  could  not 
who  do  the  labor.  go  that  way,  but  I  could. 

This  bridge  collapse  was.  _  I  went  on  down  the  road 
simply  a  reminder  to  me  of  until  I  got  to  the  edge  of 
to  get  to  their  the  enormous  blessings  that  Plantersville.  I  discovered  the 
we  have  inherited  which  we  bridge  was  out.  I 
Some  are  small  and  some  rarely  notice.  The  fact  is  that  car  up  to  some  oi 

if  we  woke  up  tomorrow  struction  folks  and  a  man 
morning  and  all  of  the  walked  over  to  me.  1  asked, 
crossed  iiTorder  to  get  a  few  bridges  within  20  miles  "Is  there  any  way  I  can  get 
miles  down  the  road.  In  all  of  around  us  were  gone,  it  is  across  there?  To  which  he 
the  discussion  about  the  doubtful  that  we  could  get  to  politely  answered.  No!  The 
bridge  collapse,  I  saw  one  the  places  where  we  work,  go  bridge  is  out!  I  said.  Oh! 
number  that  said  there  are  to  school  or  shop.  It  is  hard  Well,  how  do  you  get  over 
over  175,000  bridges  in  to  imagine.  there  to  Plantersville?  I 

America.  1  certainly  have  not  _ _ 

counted  ai!  ot  the  bridges  and  H 
do  not  know  if  that  is  the 

number  of  bridges  on  our  fed-  ^JJJjvvoot^vUMORIA^^^DP^VOMEN'^MlNinRY  SPEAKER: 

eral  highways,  ox  on  our  state  ^  cemcWry  jotsr-valued  at  $7160,  searching  lor  a  speaker  for  your  next 
rS- 1  !°n  *  asking  $3500.  Cali  601 -937-01  S3. 

[O  about  LAktWOODEOGl  Of  DRIVE 

you  Start  WAY,  1  plot,  lot  16,  section  30,  Oo^$  word  to  your  ladies.  To  schedule 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  BAle  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Sohe  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  vweki 
puzzk:Luke  Nine:  Fifty  Eight 


the  bridge  being  out,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  never  in 
_/  lifetime  have  I  ever 
stopped  or  even  slowed  down 
it  to  say  thank  you  to  a  bridge 
I  for  getting  me  over  the  rough 
places.  I  have  seen  bridges 
being  constructed  and  not 
once  have  I  eve*  said  thank 
you  to  a  bridge  builder.  I  have 
crossed  some  of  the  largest 

_  and  most  magnificent  bridges 

1  the  ever  built,  but  1  have  never 
con-  said  thank  you  to  anyone. 

If  that  bridge  being  out  did 
solutely  nothing  else, 
aybe  it  helped  me  to  balance 
v  complaining  with  some 


conversation,  finger  pointing, 
and  tragedy,  I  started  think¬ 
ing  about  bridges  all  around 
us.  We  tend  to  take  them  for 
granted.  I  doubt  there  are 
many  people  who  go  back 
and  forth  to  work  who  have 
ever  even  stopped  to  think 
about  or  count  how  many 
bridges  they  pass  over  or 
under  in  order  l  * 

workplace. 

may  be  gigantic,  but  bridge 


know  how 


looking  for  them,  you  will 
recognize  that  just  here  in  our 
state  there  are  bunches  of 
bridges.  In  spite  of  the  num- 


61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  391*0  or 

email  to  t6C_persoonetOyahoo.com. 


midway  baptist  church, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
or  bi- vocational  pastor  The  pastor 


must  reside  in  Hinds,  Rankin,  or 
Madison  county.  Please  submit  resume 
to  the  pastor  search  committee.  5609 
Clinton  Blvd.,  Jackson,  MS  39209  or 


a  .  .  .  a.  .  .  UVAVUV  UfUUIYOUAM  tvm 

supplements^  Major  Medical  A  2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  walk- 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as  in*  distance  to  parkway,  $70  (XVhite.  I 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner  Call  far  information  2*1  -*55-44*9 
insurance,  1-800- 541 -*196  or  visit  or  832-922-0101/0141.  Email 

www.turhefinsuranceonftne.cdm.  pdiw47fe0*att.net. _ _ 

CLARK  AbCTidNST  PERSONAL  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC  MINISTRIES: 
estates,  business  Ifou.dations  and  real  F*C,  Jonesboro,  Arkansas,  is  search 
estate.  We  sell  In  30  days.  Nick  Clark,  ing  for  a  minister  of  musk  ministries 
R.  I.  Broker  Auctioneer  601-31 7-2536  Five  years  experience  in  Adult  Music 
www.nickclarfcauclions.com  »1 14S  Ministry  preferred,  with  seminary  or 
STAINED  CLASS WOMS,  WC,  sewing  Master's  degree  in  Musk  Please  send 
MS  A  At  since  1992.  Cal  800605-2970.  resumes  to  Minister  of  Music 
steer  unKT  OftritCM.  ntt  tsSVHlf.  Ministries  Search  Committee, 


UROTY  WUf  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pope,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
minister  of  musk  and  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  5033  Pope- Water 
Valiev  Rd„  Pope,  MS  >8656 
JUNIPER  GROVE  IaPTISTCHURCH 
of  Poplarville  Miss.,  is  seeking  to  Ail 
the  position  of  bi- vocational  Music 
Minister.  Send  resumes  to  2*9 
Juniper  Grove  Road,  Poplarville,  MS 
39470  or  email  junipergrovHtbell- 
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S  for  Christian  Lh 


OF  MISSISSIPPI  CHILDREN!! 


would  not  support  these  bills  so  as  to 
give  protection  to  their  children  and 
grandchildren.  The  Christian  Action 
Commission  asks  you  to  make  sure 
i  under  Last  year  a  similar  bill  passed  out  you  contact  your  Mississippi  Senator 
who  violate  of  the  Senate  but  did  not  make  it  out  and  Representative  m  support  of 

_  _  — *  females  of  committee  in  the  House.  A  task  these  two  bills.  To  contact  your  state 

~  ~*7‘'  »r-~T~-y-  T";  UH|H  are  sexual  ^predators  force  was  appointed  in  the  House  to  elected  officials  go  to  our  website  at 

*•»  oo  =f.otuSs,ing  5itu,,ion  znsrsszgrtrxss!*: 

t  than  the  national  aver-  Porter  0f  the  law  Two  ^epPhilfpGunn  has  diligently  bills  mentioned  above.  From  here  you 

&&&E  sSAfeJ»S8 

9  age  group.  The  nation  1415  and  Senate  Bill  bill.  There  is,  however,  opposition  to  message  via  email, 

s  of  several  newspapers  2472  are  two  bills  in  our  legislature  these  bills  by  liberal  groups  who  feel 
ed  the  article  concludhtg  right  now  that  address  this  problem  as  one  should  have  the  right  to  do  what- 
aveaprSfemThecon  itrelates  to  teen  births  in  Mississippi,  ever  they  desire.  Several  legislators 
ii«t  oEr  culture,  racial  There  are  documented  cases  of  chil-  think  the 

:s,  and  poverty  are  some  dren  as  young  as  12  years  of  age  giv-  and  that  these  bills  are  T^^aty. 
i  causes”  Some  have  even  ing  birth  to  children  fathered  by  27-  It  is  time  citizens  of  Mississippi 
ational  rise  of  teen  births  year-old  males.  This  is  statutory  demand  more  from  their  elected  ofn- 
ing  Of  abstinence  and  a  &APE.  These  two  bills  are  designed  to  dais  by  asking  them  to  pass  stronger 
ch^the  proper  use  of  con-  help  prevent  this  heinous  act  by  hold-  legislation  that  will  providemcreased 
OrtenPXrl^>ked  and  ingjfie  perpetrator  accountable  .  protection  and  ; 

is  the  statu torv  rape  The  gist  of  these  bills  makes  it  our  state.  We  should  demand  that  there 
r  the  age  of  sixteen.  mandatory  for  a  report  to  be  made  to  be  mandatory  reporting  of  teen  rape 

maior  uproar  -  and  right-  the  proper  authorities  when  a  child  victims  and  mat  a  DNA  sample  of  the 
£  it  isPreported  thft  a  under  the  age  of  16  gives  birth  or  has  child  be  preserved  to  property  identify 
rr  school  svstems  has  sex-  an  abortion  Also,  a  sample  of  the  the  culprit  who  committed  die  crime, 
vith  a  student  whether  it  infant's  DNA  is  to  be  collected  so  there  I  cannot  understand  whya  father, 
female.  Yet  every  single  will  be  no  doubt  as  to  whom  violated  mother,  or  any  other  concerned  citizen 

■ffjp Child  online  pom  act  appeal  dies 

WASHINGTON  {BP  and  that  permanently  blodced 

jR  m.  local  reports)  —  A  congression-  enforcement  of  the  Gniid 

tr  al  attempt  to  protect  children  Online  Protection  Act  (COPA). 

from  Internet  pornography  The  1998  law  support'd  by  a 

/P^  died  a  quiet  death  Jan.  21  after  number  of  religious  groups, 

'  years  of  dispute  in  federal  aimed  at  prohibiting  commer- 

courts.  The  U.S.  Supreme  rial  websites  from  making  sex- 

Court  announced  without  ually  explicit  material  available 

comment  it  had  declined  to  to  children  under  the  age  of  17, 

review  a  lower-court  ruling  but  it  was  never  enforced. 


day  men  walk  the  and  abused  the  unde 
streets  of  our  cities  Some  have  suggested 
and  towns  who  have  mately  70  percent  of  te 
fathered  children  by  ries  are  actually  Statuti 
young  girls  under  Last  year  ai 
age.  Men  whe 
u.ese  young 
are'  sexual  pre 
who  should  t>e 


Mississi 


Don't  forget  the 

Restoration  Grace 


at  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 
Church  in  Clinton 
Friday  -  Saturday, 
February  6-7. 

For  info  call  601.925.6427. 


Gordon  H.  Sansing,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Forest  Church, 
Forest,  retired  Dec.  31.  A 
reception  was  held  in  he 
and  his  wife  Elese's 
honor  Dec.  7.  The- 
Sansings  currently  reside 
in  Brandon. 

Calvary  Church,  Durant, 
has  called  Bryant  Bell  as 
pastor.  Bell,  originally 
from  Winona,  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Kaley  and 
daughter  Anna. 


Do  You  Know  A 

Strong  Woman? 


Save  2%  before  Feb  15, 09 


One  who  perseveres,  a  leader,  mentor,  defender, 
or  a  young  woman  filled  with  potential 


Savannah  and  Golden  Isles  of  Georgia  tour 
March  9-15  (reg.  by  Feb  20) 
Washington  DC  Cherry  Blessom  tour 
March  30- April  6  (reg  by  Feb  28) 
Mackinac  Island  A  Circle  Lake  Michigan  tour 


Nominate  her  online  at  www.mbhs.org 
by  April  6,  3009 


May  1-9  (reg  by  March  16) 


The  five  winners  will  be  selected  and  honored  on 
May  7th  during  “A  Celebration  of  Strong  Women  " 
Brought  to  you  by  Baptist  for  Women,  Lifetime 
Television  for  Women  and  Comcast  Spotlight. 


Other  2009  tours 


June  8-20  . Rocky  Mountains 

July  1-  Aug  1  .  Alaska  &  W  Canada  with  Calgary  Stampede 

Nov  16-21 . Smoky  Mountain  Christmas 

Dec  4-10  . Texas  Christmas 

ALL  TRIPS  DEPART  FROM  JACKSON 
AND  ARE  ALL  INCLUSIVE 


2.  The  Bells 
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3.  Mt.  Olive  Church  youth 
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BAPTISTS 


^rdained  Kevin 
Vaughn  to  full-time  min¬ 
istry  Jan.  4.  Shown  are 
Vaughn,  wife  Martie,  and 
children  Austin,  Ansley, 
Brewer,  and  Carlyn.  He  is 
currently  serving  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  New  Harmony 
Church,  Philadelphia. 

2.  Crestwood  Church, 

Booneville,  ordained 

Thomas  Yarber  as  deacon 
Jan.  18.  Shown  are  Ray 
Johnson,  Yarber,  Richara 
Wold,  and  pastor  Jackie 
Spencer. 

3;  the  youth  of  Mt  Olive 
Church,  Baldwyn,  set  up 
their  annual  Christinas 
card  mailbox,  collecting 
over  $400  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
Bobby  Cossey,  pastor;  Dru 
■  Allen,  youth  minister. 

4.  First  Church,  Columbus, 
ordained  Neil  Caston, 
Bilbo  Davis,  Randy, 
McDade,  and  Robert 
Rhett  as  deacons  Jan.  11. 
Shown,  front,  are  Caston, 
McDade,  Rhett,  and 
Davis;  back,  Dave  Taylor 
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5.  Deacon  ordination.  North  Long  Beach  Chutch 


6.  Sisson  licensing 


North  Long  Beach 
Church,  Long  Beach, 
recently  held  a  deacon 
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4.  Deccan  ordination.  First  Church,  Columbus 

The  Baptist  Record  - - - 


Williamson.  Shown  are 
Susan  Thigpin,  Thigpin, 
astor  Charles  Bonner, 


Williamson. 

Mars  HiU .  .  Church, 

Winston  County  licensed 
William  Kolby  Sisson  to 
the  ministry  Jan.  25.  He  is 
a  student  at  East  Central 
Community  College  and 


Mississippi  College  in  the 
fall/  Shown  are  pastor 
Tony  Lintey  and  Sisson. 

Children  from  First 
Church,  Plantersville, 

recently  collected  food  for 
the  church's  food  pantry. 
Shown  are  the  participants. ' 

Williamsvillc  Church, 
Kosciusko,  ordained  Lee 
Burretl  and  Mike 
Bar  rent  ine  as  deacons. 
Shown  are  Rachel  Burrell, 
Burrell,  ~  Barrentine, 
Heather  Barrentine,  and 
pastor  Junior  Davis. 


7.  First  Church,  Plantersville 


‘ 


8.  Deacon  ordination,  Williamsville  Church 
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12.  Cliett  recognition 


13.  Harper  ordination,  Crowder  Church 


14.  Baby  dedication.  Liberty  Church 


15.  Goss  Church 


9.  Kathy  Bums,  consultant  m 
the  wMu  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  be 
retiring  Feb.  15  after  ten 

Sgl  years  of  service. 

'  £ 

10.  Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
held  an  Education 
Appreciation  Service  Feb. 
IT  recoenizine  members 


who  work  in  the  local  and 
surrounding  public 
schools.  High  school 
teacher  and  interim  youth 
pastor  Brian  Pippen  spoke 
during  the  evening  service 
which  was  followed  by  a 
reception  in  honor  of 
those  recognized. 

11.  Sandy  Hook  Church  will 
have  a  Valentine  Banquet 
Feb.  8,  5  p.m.,  with 
spaghetti  plates  and  a  full 
salad  bar.  The  event 
includes  door  prizes,  raf¬ 
fles,  and  entertainment  by 
Southern  Station,  a  blue- 


tion,  call  (601)736-4804. 

12.  Chris  Cliett,  22,  was 
awarded  a  certificate  of 
appreciation  for  service  of 
over  ten  years  as  music 
director  at  Cedar  Bluff 
Chnrch,  Clay  County. 
Shown  are  interim  pastor 
Tom  Harris  and  Cliett. 

13.  Crowder  Church, 

Crowder,  recently 

ordained  Matt  Harper  as 
deacon.  Shown  are  pastor 
Larry  Kilgore,  Harper,  and 
other  decons. 

14.  Liberty  Church,  Kemper 
County,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  Nov.  23.  Shown  are 
Kelli  Bounds,  Katherine 
Bounds,  Jas  Bounds  hold¬ 
ing  daughter  Emma 
Bounds,  Kyla  Clay  hold¬ 
ing  daughter  Ashlyn  Clay, 
Brock  Clay,  Mitzi  Kennedy 


Kennedy,  and 
Kennedy. 

15.  The  children's  choir  of 
Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
resented  the  musical  An 


Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

16.  Grace  Church,  Vicksburg, 
collected  almost  $500  over 
their  set  goal  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
Carolyn  Outzs,  wmu 
director.  1 
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Mississippi  College  is  offering  scholarships  to  high  school 
students  who  excel  at  the  35th  annual  MC  Science  and 
Mathematics  Tournament  About  1,200  students  from  125 
high  schools,  both  public  and  private,  are  competing  Feb.  5- 
6  cm  die  Clinton  campus.  Awards  will  range  from  about  $300 
to  $2,000  per-year  for  students  who  later  enroll  at  MC 

The  Wiliam  Carey  University  Chorale,  undo  die  direction 
n(  Mark  Malone,  will  Derform  with  Carpenter's  Wood 


Prospective 
;  invited. 


college  students  are  invited. 

William  Carey  University  will  welcome 
Theodore  G.  S*rphie  to  die  College  of 
Osteopathic  Medicine  in  July,  2009  when 
Sarphie  becomes  associate  dean  of  bio¬ 
medical  sciences.  A  Mississippi  native, 
hie  and  his  wife  Anne  will  reside  in 


oversight  and  development  of  die  basic 
sciences  curriculum  for  the  first  two 
years  of  the  osteopathic  medical  curricu¬ 
lum  and  thereafter.  3.  Sarphie 

Chancery  Judge  Sebe  Dale  Jr.  of  Columbia  recently  estab¬ 
lished  die  Thelma  Burrow  Dale  Endowment  for  Missions 
at  William  Carey  University  to  honor  his  late  mother.  The 
scholarship  will  provide  money  for  students  who  are 
preparing  to  serve  on  the  mission  field  and  in  other  mis¬ 
sion  related  causes.  Deal  is  die  longest-serving  chancery 
judge  in  Mississippi.  • 

5.  Jessica  Terrill,  Fulton,  was 
recently  crowned  the  2009 
Miss  Mississippi  y&ilege 
Scholarship  Pageant  Winner. 
Shown  are  Terrill  and  2008 
winner  Morgan  Byrd.  % 

6.  About  40  Pearl  River 
Community  College  students 
gathered  Jan.  14  at  the  Forrest 
County  Center  for  lunch  and  a 
word  of  prayer  at  their  first 
BSU  meeting.  While  the  BSU 
has  been  a  presence  on  the 
PoplarviUe  campus  for  a  num¬ 
ber  years,  the  Jan.  14  meeting 
was  its  first  expansion  at  the 
Forrest  County  Center.  Shown 
are  the  participants.  Photo  and 
article  courtesy  of  the  PRCC 

5.  Fulton  and  Byrd  Public  Relations  Department. 


6.  Pearl  River  Community  College  BSU 

William  Carey  University  will  host  the  Pine  Belt  Reading 
Council  Literacy  Workshop  February  21  from  8:30  a.m.  until 
3  p.m.  in  Fairdtild  Halt  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  The 
workshop  is  designed  for  elementary  school  teachers  who 
want  more  information  on  current  literacy  topics  and  those 
wanting  to  earn  CEU  credits  (.5).  The  nre-remstration  fee  is 
$35  by  February  20.  The  registration  tee  on  February'  21  is 
$45.  The  cost  includes  .5  CEU,  a  boxed  lunch  and  materials. 
For  more  information  or  to  register  call  (601)  318-6142. 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  festivities.  We  look  forward  to  ner  that  would .  bring  about 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  U.S.  listening  to  the  message  of  his  peace  in  die  Middle  Bast  and 
Congress  expressed  a  range  of  inaugural  speech.  other  parts  of  the  world." 

views  about  President  Obama  "The  President,  Congress* 
and  the  new  administration  and  the  American  people  are 

when  contacted  bv  Baptist  * - »--»< - - — * - -  f- 

Press  shortly  after  the  [ 
inauguration,  although  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  parties  say  they  country  safe  from  terrorism, 
are  hopeful  that  both  sides  of  Time  '  ** —  — 

the  aisle  can  work  together  to  Amc 
find  solutions.  abili 

Baptist  Press  contacted  prot 
several  of  them  in  recent  days  to  a 
and  asked  them  what  their  h< 
hopes  were  for  the  Obama  *" 
administration.  Following  are 
their  responses: 

lilders  (D.- 


.  .  Rep.  Heath  Shuler  (D.- 

Baptist  facing  challenging  times,  from  N.C.),  member  of  Biltmore 
Jan.  20  our  economic  problems  to  the  Church  in  Arden,  N.C.:  "I  am 
i-  continuing  need  to  keep  our  hopeful  that  the  inaugura- 
'  *u  tion  of  President  Barack 

and  time  again,  Obama  marks  the  beginning 
ms  have  proven  their  of  a  new  era  in  American  pol- 
3  come  together,  solve  itics:  an  era  that  sees  us  move 
is,  and  move  forward  past  the  partisan  bickering 
ghter  future.  It  is  my  that  has  marred  recent 
at  this  spirit  will  be  decades  to  a  renewed  sense 
as  we  begin  a  new  of  community,  compromise 
icy  and  new  session  of  and  cooperation.  I  also  pray 

that  the  next  four  years  bring 
a  genuine  commitment  to  the 
protection  of  life  at  all  its 
stages  —  from  conception  to 
natural  death.  We  must  all 
remember  that  we  have  a 
moral  obligation  to  help  one 

_  jpecially  the  least 

among  us.  I  am  hopeful  that 
throughout  the  next  four 

uia  .4 rt  n 


"ongress.  The  American  peo- 
le  expect  no  less  than  our 
est  efforts  as  we  remain  one 
Ms.),  *  member  of  East  nation  under  God.” 

Church, 

BobneviHe:  "First,  I  hope  and  *  Rep.  Bobby  Bright  (D.- 
pray  that  our  new  president  Al.),  member  of  First  Church, 
will  continually  seek  the  Montgomery,  Ala.:  ”C*ne  of  another,  esj 
guidance  and  wisdom  of  the  President  Obama’s  campaign 
Providential  Hand  which  I  pledges  was  to  govenjt  in  a 
believe  has  always  led  this  non-partisan,  inclusive  man-  years  we  do  just  that."  First  Church, 

nation,  if  he  does  that,  I  think  ner.  His  actions  after  the  elec- 

his  administration  can  over-  tion,  including  his  nominees  •  Rep.  Zach  Wamp  (R.-Tn.)  G 

come  many  of  the  vast  chal-  for  the  cabinet,  have  shown  member  of  Red  Bank  Church  Lynn 
lenges  that  confront  not  only  that  he  is  living  up  to  his  in  Chattanooga.  "Barack  Republican.  S 
this  nation,  but  the  world.  promises.  U  is  my  hojje  that  Obama  is  breaking  barriers  Newman. 

"Secondly,  I  hope  our  new  the  Obama  administration  will  and  represents  a  long  journey  Nathan  L 

administration  works  to  continue  down  this  same  path,  fulfilled  as  an  African-  First  Church, 
immediately  tackle  the  press-  "The  number  one  issue  fac»  ^-American  elected  as  Paul  Bro 
ing  issues  mat  at!  hard  work-  ing  Americans  is  the  econo-  President.  I  share  in  the  joy  Prince  Avenu 
ing  families  face  today.  We  my;  unemployment  is  rising,  that  this  historic  inauguration 
have  to  create  more  and  better  credit  lines  to  businesses  says  to  every  American,  K« 

job  opportunities,  and  we  remain  tight,  foreclosures  are  regardless  of  social  status  or  Harold  R< 

need  to  reduce  the  burden  of  skyrocketing,  and  Americans  color,  that  by  working  hard  first  Church, 
a  soaring  deficit  that  has  been  are  worried  about  the  r  retire-  and  preparing  themselves, 
placed  on  the  shoulders  of  ments.  I  believe  President  they  could  become  the  leader  La 

every  American  man,  woman  Obama  is  sincere  *  hen  he  of  the  free  world.  Rodney 

and  child.  Our  national  secu-  says  he  wants  to  find  consen-  "The  disparity  between  Republican.  S 
rity  is  threatened  by  the  huge  sus  across  the  political  spec-  Obama's  approval  ratings  and  Quitman, 
amount  of  debt  we  owe  to  for-  '  trum  to  address  these  prob-  those  or  the  Democrat 
eign  countries  like  China,  and  lems.  I  will  work  in  Congress  Congressional  leadership  cre- 
we  cannot  continue  in  the  to  make  sure  this  happens.  ates  many  difficulties  in  mov- 

direction  we  are  headed.  We  "I  don't  Y  *  '  '  ' 

must  restore  fiscal  discipline  President-elect 
to  our  government  and  work  every  issue,  be 
towards  a  balanced  budget.  Americans  I  was 

"To  achieve  all  of  this,  it  is  the  hopeful  and 
important  for  our  new  admin-  of  his  campaign, 
istration  and  Congress  to  pray  for  his,  and 

remember  their  shared  pur-  tantly  America's, 

pose  of  uplifting  hard  work¬ 
ing  Americans  and  creating  •  Rep.  Linco 


Texas 

Louie  Gohmert,  Republican 
Green  Acres  Church,  Tyler. 

AI  Green,  Democrat.  Cullen 
Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Houston.  ‘  : 

Mike  Conaway,  Republican. 
First  Church,  Midland. 

Randy  Neugebauer, 

Republican.  First  Church,  - 
Lubbock.  • 

Virginia 

Randy  Forbes,  Republican. 
Great  Bridge  Church, 
Chesapeake.  - 


MS  Audio  llc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


Northminster  Church,  Jackson 
Rower  Wicker,  Republican. 
First  church,  Tupelo. 


information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 
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The  fact  that  this  the  Roman  centurion),  both  of  to  inactivity  but  to 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Pray  Persistently 

Matthew  15:21-28;  Luke  18:1-8 


whom  went  to  great  lengths  to  There  are  other  tunes  uxJ  may 
pray  for  the  Lord's  help.  delay  answering  to  see  if  we 

The  Requirements  of  will  draw  dose  to  Him.  In 

Determination  and  '  those  cases  the  closeness  to 
Expectation  (Luke  18:1-8)  God  gained  through  seeking 
If  you  were  to  ask,  "What  ten  Him  in  prayer  is  better  than  the 
verses  in  die  Bible  should  I  “  '  1 

memorize?"  I  would  suggest 
one  of  them  be  Luke  18:1. 

The  key  to  understanding 
this  passage  is  in  verses  7-8a. 


story  remains  in  our 
Bible  is  a  great  testa¬ 
ment  to  an  authentic 
Bible.  An  invented 
Bible  surely  wouldn't 
have  included  passages 
like  this  one  that  could 
Jesus  in  a  bad  light. 

Jesus  was  apparent¬ 
ly  teaching  his  disci¬ 
ples  a  valuable  lesson. 


answers  we  wanted. 

How  long  should  we  keep 
on  praying  any  specific 
request?  One  rule  of  thumb  is 

_ _ _ _  _  to  Veep  on  until  God  answers 

He  intended  to  heaf  the  Jesus'  is  not  comparing  God  to  or  until  the  Holy  Spirit 

a  human  judge  whose  deci-  instructs  your  heart  that  you 
*  by  a  widow  should  stop.  Jesus'  point  was 
v.’ho  pesters  him.  Jesus  is  con-  that  we  are  not  like  the  poor 
trastine  God  with  that  judge,  widow  who  pestered  a  judge 
—  6  -  •  ”  until  he  gave  m.  We  can't  twist 

~  *'  ___  and  make  Him 

B _ _ But  we  don't  have  to. 

But  that  "creates  a  problem.  Unlike  the  widow,  we  do  not 

*  -  - -  *  -*  *  ^  to  a  court  erf  law  but  to  a 

throne  of  grace  (Heb.  4:14-16). 

Our  continued  prayers  are 
not  like  "pestering  toe  horns  off 
-  billy  goat."  No,  they  are  like 
child  crawling  into  toe  lap  erf 
loving  Father.  Because  He 
_  ves  us,  we  can  expect  Him  to 
answer  for  His  glory  and  our 


A  man  went  to  heaven  and  her  demon-possessed  pa^ 
was  escorted  to  see  the  streets  daughter.  The  lady 
of  gold  and  die  River  of  life,  approached  Jesus  as  Son  of 
But  then  the  angel  showed  him  David"  a  title  which  may  have 
a  giant  storeroom  full  of  pre-  indicated  she  recognized  He 
dousi terns.  was  the  Messiah. 

"I  sure  could  have  used  You  hurt  for  the  woman  as 
those  things  on  earth,"  tiie  man  die  begged  for  her  daughter 
replied.  "What  are  they?"  because  you  have  been  there. 

"Those  are  the  things  the  No,  you  haven't  been  demon 
Lord  had  steed  few  you,"  the  possessed,  but  you  have  hurt  in 
angel  answered,  "but  you  some  otite  way  and  have 
never  asked." 

The  story  is  too  materialistic, 
but  it  has  a  point.  Most  prayers 
are  not  answered  because  they 
are  never  asked.  This  week's  Doesn't  He  care?  . 
lesson  teaches  us  from  God's  ,  This  lady's  race  was  against 
Word  to  pray  humbly,  persis-  her— she  was  a  Gentile.  Iter 
tentiy,  and  expectantly. 


rvid"  a  title  which  may  have  woman's  daughter  all  along. 

*  ”  It  may  be  that  He  wanted  to  sions  are  swa; 
show  the  disciples  that  there  who  pesters  h 

will  be  times  in  life  when  we  l .  „ 

don't  understand,  when  oth-  His  point  is  that  — 
ers  are  against  us,  and  when  quickly  answer  His  people  God  s  arm 
even  Goa  seems  to  be  silent;  who  seek  Him.  answ< 

however,  those  times  should-  L_.  __ —  - 

n't  make  us  quit  praying.  On  doesn't  it?  Haven't  there  been  come 
the  contrary  they  should  make  times  when  you  prayed  to 

.  God  but  didn't  get  a  quick 

**  There  are  times 
when  God  may  say  "no"  like  a  bill 
any  human  parent  would  a 

_ who  wanted  a 

something  that  was  not  best. 

He  may  delay  His  answer. 

_  _ _ _ _  Daniel  10: 12-13  gives  an  exam-  good, 

wbrds  in  the  Book  of  Matthew  pie  of  one  kind  of  delayed 
against  her  when  they  urged  for  only  two  people,  both  answer  to  prayer.  When  God  Pa 
Jesusto  "send  her  away"  (v.23).  Gentiles  (v.  28  andMatt.  8:5-13,  delays  an  answer  it  is  not  due  Chun 


why  you  and  1  are  us  continue'  to  humbly  Him.  God  but 
v  the  silence  of  Jesus  God  can  teach  us  more  by  answer? 
Isn't  He  merciful?  silence  than  by  snouting. 

Before  Jesus  healed  the 
daughter.  He  told  tire  woman  answer  a 
_  lihenad  "great  faith"  (v.  28),  a 

linst  her— most  rab-  great  compliment  from  the 
t  talk  with  women.  Lord!  Jesus  reserved  those 


from  the  Lord's  presence"  (2 
Thessalonians  1:  8,  9  HCSB). 

The  reference  to  "those  who 
don't  know  God"  in  verse  8, 1 
believe,  does  nof  indude  those 
who  have  never  heard.  It  refers, 
rather,  to  those  who  refuse  to 


'■  Allah.  When  1  remem- 

■  ber  that  occasion,  1 

I  think  of  Philippians 

■  2:10-11.  "That  at  the 

kyfJI^H  name  of  Jesus  every 
jyLfll  knee  should 

gyfrM  bow.. ..and  that  every 

tongue  should  confess 

■  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord."  That  man  and 

gers  many,  many  others 
will  someday  bow  to 
Jesus,  not  Allah. 

It's  not  over  'til  it's  over.  God 
will  make  everythi 
tire  final  judgment.  — , 

of  tire  Thessalonians  has 
proved  that  God  considered 
them  worthy  of  His  kingdom. 

Not  all  injustices  will  be  pun¬ 
ished  in  this  life,  but  God  is  just 
and  good  and  nothing  escapes 
His  attention. 

Those  who  have  suffered 
as  believers  will  be  rewarded  | 
for  their  faithfulness  when  verse 


Explore  the  Bible  ■ 

You  can  Feel  Safe  B5 

2  Thessalonians  1: 1-12 

endured  had  made  them  PgfpK 
stronger.  If  we  are  facing  I 

_  trials  and  hardships 

tire  early  '50’s.  This  because  of  our  faith,  is  it  R 
letter  to  tire  making  us  bitter  or 
arts  appears  to  have  strengthening  our  character? 
six  soon  after  tire  first  Love  among  tire  believers  is 
It  seems  that  the  tire  evidence  of  tire  Spirit's  pres- 
ians  misunderstood  ence  in  tire  church.  What  does 
ding  the  second  com-  this  say  about  churches  where  bles 
Loni.  They  thought  there  is  discord?  Are  we  allow- 
is  coining  soon,  in  ing  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  in 
me.  This  belief  led  our  lives  by  increasing  our  love 
neglect  their  earthly  for  our  Father's  other  children? 
litres  and  some  to  be  What  is  God  Going  to 
id  suffering  unneces-  Do  With  Me? 

tension.  Suffering  for  God'sking- 

God  Doing  in  Me?  dom  seems  unfair  in  this  life, 
er  began  with  a  typi-  but  God  will  "repay  with 
Ing.  Then  Paul  affliction  those  who  afflict  Jesus  comes  again 
joy  over  what  God  you"  (2  Thess.  1:6).  Christians 
t  in  the  lives  of  tire  know  that  Jesus  is  Lord  now. 
n  Thessalonica.  Thor  At  the  second  coming,  all  peo- 
their  love  for  one  i  pie  will  know  and  see  His 
tad  increased.  Paul  Lordship  and  authority. 

?t  about  them  to  other  I  once  saw  a  Muslim  man 


believe.  Those  who  have  neveT  Old  Testament  is  found  in 
heard  tire  gospel  are  account-  Micah  6:8  NIV.  "He  has 
able  for  what  they  do  know,  showed  you,  O  man,  what  is 
Romans  1:20  NIV  tells  us  "For  good.  And  what  does  the 
since  the  creation  of  the  world  Lord  require  of  you?  To  act 
God's  invisible  qualities  -  his  justly  and  to  love  mercy  and  to 
eternal  power 1  and  divine  walk  humbly  with  your  God." 
ht  in  nature  -  have  been  clearly  seen,  If  God  experts  us  to  art  justly 
trou-  being  understood  from  what  and  love  mercy,  how  much 

i  are  more  will  Goa  be  just  and 
merciful  to  us?  (I  especially 
His  like  the  merciful  part.) 

saints  will 'glorify  and  admire  Those  who  have  believed  in 
Him.  Paul's  testimony  among  Christ  will  see  His  glory  and 
the  Thessalonians  was  believed,  be  amazed.  May  God  so  work 
God  will  deal  with  justice  both  in  our  lives  to  bring  honor  to 
tire  righteous  and  tire  wicked.  His  name.  "Thou  will  keep 
~  ul  refers  to  "His  saints"  in  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose 
10.  "When  He  comes  to  be  mind  is  stayed  on  Thee: 

„ _ ied  by  His  saints,"  the  word  because  he  trusteth  to  Thee. 

"come  with  His  powerful  faints"  does  not  refer  to  a  special  Trust  ye  in  ** 
angels,  taking  vengeance  with  categoiy  of  believers.  Becoming  for  in  the  LORD  JEHO  A 
flaming  fin?  on  those  who  a  samt  ts  the  result  of  believing  in  everlasting  strength  (Isaiah 
are  unbelievers  and  those  Jesus  rather  thap  personal  merit.  26:3,  4  KJV). 
who  don't  obey  God.  These  Yet  we  are  togrow  and  mature  in  ‘  -rr 

will  "pay  thae  penalty  of  practice  as  Christians,  a  process  Rogers  ts  “member  of  Mmn 
everlasting  destruction,  away  called  sanctification.  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
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Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January  we  evaluate  the  cash  gifts 
received  by  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
during  the  previous  twelve  months.  In  this 
evaluation  it  has  become  customary  to  list  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  descending  order  of 


total  cash  gifts.  This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift 
items  or  volunteer  efforts  that  many  churches  con¬ 
tribute.  This  evaluation  and  analysis  has  become 
known  as  the  "Honor  Roll  of  Churches.’ _ 
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Pleasant  Hifl  «a| 
West  Salem  Bap 
Broadway  Baptu 
Sharkev-issaque 
Greenland  Bapti 
Union  Baptist  C 
Cumberland  Bar 
Grace  Memorial 
Midway  Baptist 
First  Baptist  Chi 
Twin  Laser  Bapi 


Braxton  Bat 
East  Pieasai 
Salem  Bapt 
Rosie  Bapti 
Oak  Grove 
Grace  Bapt 
Firs!  Baptist 
Bethel  Bapt 
Bethel  Bapt 
Dry  CreefH 


locust  Hill  Baptist  Chur 
West  Heights  Baptist  (  h 
Blythe  Creek  Baptist  Chi 
First  Baptist  (  hurch 
Highland  Baptist  Churcl 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Victory  Baptist  Church 
New  Haven  Baptist  Chu 
Siloam  Baptist  Chtpcfi 
Parkview  Baptist  Church 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Branch  Baptist  Cl 


(  rossroads  Baptist  C  hurch 
Big  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Evetween  Baptist  Church 
FkstBaptist  Church 
New  Home  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Chun  h 
Eton  Baptist  Church 
Center  Baptist  Church 
Centreville  Baptist  Church 
Buck  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mineral  Wells  Baptist  Chuci 


Ridge  Baptist  (  hurch 
lapmt  Church 


Church 


Airport  Bapti' 
First  Baptist  C 


Picayune 

Corinth 


ihurch 


mmanuel  B. 
Barksdale  B 


Tishomingo 
Hicko -y 
Carriere 
McComb 


Fhoaress  Baptist  Church 
Lime  Bahala  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
tones  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
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now  aval 


is  a  fan  of  Christian  movies,  but  works  to  save  his  failing  I 
even  he's  generally  skeptical  marriage.  The  movie  s  | 
when  he  reads  stories  about  website  has  a  list  of 
how  a  particular  film  is  chang-  approximately  2,400  testi-  I 
ing  peoples’  lives.  monies  from  people,  most  ■ 

After  watching  Fireproof  of  whom  either  have  seen  ■ 
and  seeing  marriages  change  their  marriage  change  for  I 
for  the  better,  he’s  a  believer.  the  better  or  witnessed  I 
"I  really  think  Fireproof  is  someone  else’s  marriage  ■ 
the  real  deal,”  the  pastor  of  improve.  It  also  has  a  few  ■ 
Rapid  Valley  Church  in  Rapid  testimonies  from  people 
City'  told  baptist  Press.  Tve  who  are  now  divorced  ■  m 
seen  it  happen.”  and  regret  the  movie  was-  ■ 

The  2008  hit  that  made  $33  n’t  released  earlier.  ■ 

million  on  a  $500,000  budget,  ”1  only  wish  it  had  I 
Fireproof  has  been  released  on  come  out  about  six  years  B 
DVD.  Made  by  staff  and  volun-  ago,  when  I  got  divorced.  ■ 
teers  at  Sherwood  Church  in  I  honestly  believe  it  I 
Albany,  Ga.  —  the  same  con-  could  have  saved  our  ■ 
gregation  that  made  the  2006  marriage  at  that  time," 
film  Facing  the  Giants  —  one  testimony  reads. 

Fireproof  opened  in  the  Top  5  "This  movie  penetrat-  I 
nationally  in  total  gross  despite  ed  the  core  of  what  a  lot  I 
playing  in  fewer  than  1,000  the-  of  couples  go  through  ■ 
aters  and  also  finished  in  the  and  even  a  lot  of  single  I 
Top  10  its  first  eight  weeks  in  adults  go  through.  They  I 
per-theater  average  gross.  saw  in  the  movie  the  past  fl 

The  DVD  release  coincides  mistakes  they've  made  in  I 
with  the  release  of  The  Love  marriages,"  Little  said. 

Dare  book  earlier  in  January  in  a  With  assistance  from 
leather-like  cover.  Rolled  out  as  a  the  Dakota  Baptist  Convention, 
paperback  last  fall  the  book,  Little’s  church  was  one  of 
which  ranked  No.  1  last  year  on  dozens  nationwide  that 
The  New  York  Times  paperback  brought  Fireproof  to  their 
advice  list,  plavs  a  key  rak:  in  the  respective  city  by  buying  a 
movie's  plot.  A  Love  Dare  Bible  block  of  1,000  tickets.  Tire 
Study  also  has  been  released.  church  publicized  the  movie  in 

Although  the  DVD  is  being  part  by  having  a  ticket  give- 
released  to  the  general  public  away  on  a  local  .Christian  sta- 
Tuesday,  it  h as  been  available  tion  and  pop  station.  ^ 
for  purchase  by  churches  along  The  effort  was  worm  it.  Tire 
with  a  necessary  screening  movie  stayed  in  the  Rapid  City 
license  since  late  December.  Theater  for  two  months  — 
Churches  must  obtain  a  license  longer  than  did  movies  that 
before  showing  it  to  their  con-  cost  millions  to  make  —  and 
grega  tions  (Licenses  can  be  impacted  countless  marriages 
purchased  at  Outreach.com).  in  the  process. 

Fireproof,  rated  PG,  stars  Just  the  other  day  the 


AL,  where  pastor  Tim  issues  folks  go  through.  1  Was 
Anderson  of  Clements  glad  to  see  it  approach  the  sub- 
Church  has  seen  the  >ect  of  pornography  in  such  an 
movie  change  lives.  He  open  and  direct  way  without 
is  preaching  a  sermon  being  crude  or  rude.’ 
serres  tided.  Fireproofing  Ken  Bevel,  who  plays  fire- 
Your  Marriage,  that  will  fighter- Michael  Simmons  in  the 
cap  with  a  church- wide  nfovie,  said  he  has  been 
viewing  of  the  film  Feb.  8  amazed  at  how  Fireproof  influ- 
and  the  launch  of  cou-  enced  peqple.  Although  Bevel 
pies  reading  The  Love  isn’t  a  professional  actor.. — 
Dare.  Fireproof  was  his  first  acting 

One  recwit  sermon  role  —  he  at  times  has  been 
had  a  particular  impact .  noticed  in  public  as  "tire  guy 
on  a  focal  couple.  On  from  Fireproof."  including  one 
that  Sunday,  Anderson  time  during  a  shopping  trip  tire 
told  his  congregation:  day  after  Thanksgiving. 

If  you're  counseling  There  were  thousands  of 
someone  or  encourag-  people  in  Wal-Mart  running 
ing  someone  to  divorce,  around,”  Bevel  said,  "and  this 
please  stem.  You’re  not  guy  walked  up  to  me  and  said, 
a  friend  if  you’re  doing  Tiey,  you’re  the  guy  from 
that."  He  soon  got  a  call  Fireproof  I  sod.  Yeah  thats 
from  a  lady  who  had  me/ 1  kept  looking  for  what  I 
attended  the  service  went  in  mere  for  but  he  said, 
that  day.  That  movie  really  impacted  me 
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Study:  majority  of  churchg 


PHOENIX  (BP)  —  Seven  out  erf  10  with  no  particular  favorite  among  There  are  re 
regular  churchgoers  would  be  at  least  them.  Six  percent  don't  have  any  par-  differences 
somewhat  open  to  switching  denomina-  ticular  denomination  hey  prefer,  but  Denomination 
tions,  with  dramatic  differences  they  do  have  certain  ones  they  would  significantly 
between  Protestants  and  Roman  not  consider.  Finally,  nine  percent  say  income,  age. 

Catholics,  according  to  a  study  released  denomination  does  not  factor  into  their  (small  town,  s 
by  Ellison  Research  erf  Phoenix.  decision  of  what  church  to  attend.  ^  It  does  vary 

As  part  of  the  survey  released  Jan.  12,  Denominational  loyalty  differs  erf  the  countiy. 

EUison  polled  a  representative  sample  strongly  between  Protestants  and  yen  more  t 
of  1.007  American  adults.  The  sample  Cath<3ks.  Six  out  of  10  active  Catholics  divide  thanby  he  actual 
included  471  respondents  who  regularly  would  only  consider  attending  a  Roman  Hispanic  churchgoers  — 
attend  worship  services  at  a  church  Catholic  church,  and  another  29%  prefer  whom  attend  a  Catholic 
broadly  considered  to  be  within  the  this,  although  they  do  not  rule  out  other  the  most  mtensely  loyal  fc 
Christian  tradition:  Protestant  Roman  denominations.  Eleven  percent  of  nation,  while  African  Am 
Catholic,  and  Orthodox.  The  survey  also  Catholics  do  not  show  a  specific  prefer-  tivdy  few  of  whom  atb 
included  Mormon  respondents  '  ence  for  attending  a  Catholic  parish  church  —  are  the  least  loj 

Respondents  who  abend  warship  ser-  In  comparison.  Just  16%  of  Protestant  Similarly,  loyalty  is 
vices  once  a  month  or  more  were  first  churchgoers  will  only  consider  attending  Northeast,  v.  here  Catho 
asked  the  specific  denomination  of  the  their  current  denomination  Fifty-one  pear-  common  than  in  any  of 
church  they  attend  most  often  (for  exam-  cent  do  express  preference  for  one  denonv  country,  and  lowest  in  th 
pie,  not  just  Baptist,  but  Southern  Baptist,  ination,  but  would  also  consider  others  Catholicism  has  less  of  a 
Free  Will  Baptist,  etc.).  Then  they  were  Thirty-three  percent  do  not  have  any  pref-  People  who  worship  a 
asked  what  role  that  denomination  would  erence  for  one  specific  denomination  national  congregation  y 


within  the  findings,  cent  have  a  small  selection  of  denomma- 
ional  loyalty  does  not  vary  tions  drey  would  consider  (including 
ly  by  gender,  household  nondenominational)  with  no  specific 
te,  or  type  of  community  preference;  15%  don’t  have  a  specific 
V  suburban  or  uri>an).  preference  but  do  have  some  denomma- 

iry  by  ethnicity  and  by  region  tions  they  would  avoid;  and  nine  per 
„  ■  Ethnic  differences  are  dri-  cent  don't  pay  attention  to  denonuna- 
by  the  Catholic /Protestant  tion  when  selecting  a  church. 

•  ■  -  •  * - L  cs.  Ron  Sellers,  president  of  Ellison 

of  Research,  said  there  may  be  much  more 


